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Chapter 1
Introduction

Homework is considered a task related to the offered curriculum, that teacher
assigns to the student to be completed during non-school hours (Cooper, 1989). It is
given for many academic and non academic purposes. It is in practice since long along
with a debate regarding its benefits, reasonability and its effects on the academic
achievement of the learner. Educators, psychologists, parents and students have their
reservations and suggestions in terms of the better use of this academic technique.

Student is expected by the teacher to spend more time on his studies which is not
possible due to the limited hours of the school. Homework is thus given to keep him
focused on his studies even when not at school. It also serves the purpose to make him
understand that study is not limited to the school and that home environment can also be
beneficial in terms of studies (Horowitz, 2005; McPherson, 2005), and thus school hours
can be extended this way (Bluestain, 2006a; Horowitz, 2005; Cooper, 1994a).

Homework is beneficial when it is linked with the topic undergoing in the school,
its amount is reasonable and when prompt feedback, both positive and negative, is given
to the student. It is also obvious from various studies that assigned leisure time task has a
connection with academic excellence of the student, especially in the higher classes
(Krashen, 2005; Cooper et al., 1998).

Homework gives the students a fair chance to practice the skills taught at school.
Homework if challenging helps in enhancing curiosity which is in turn motivational
(Yokmoto and Ware, 1991). Keeping in view Bloom’s taxonomy, a gradation from easy
to difficult assignments can cover many different aspects of problem solving strategies.
Homework if assigned with a clear purpose and if it is relevant to students course content
and everyday life not only engages the student but also have a significant positive effect
on the attitude of a student towards school.

Effectiveness of homework varies according to students’ age level. Studies show
that its significance is greater at higher levels such as secondary level and above
regarding the academic achievement (The Center for Public Education, 2007b); but it
does not mean that its significance is minimal at lower level (Cooper, Lindsay, Nye &
Greathouse 1998). At lower level if its significance cannot be linked with academic
achievement, it helps in maturation of study habits out of school environment which in
turn is beneficial for the student when he moves to higher classes (Cooper, Lindsay, Nye
& Greathouse, 1998).

Keeping in view the difference in home environment and income level of
different classes of society, it is suspected that the effect of homework is not same for all
the students. Upper classes can provide supporting environment to their children for
study whereas lower classes whose resources are limited are unable to provide supporting
environment to their children which in turn affect the rate of homework completion
which has direct link to the academic achievement (Hancock, 2001; Buell, 2001; Silvis
2001).Teachers by communicating their clear expectations to the parents regarding their
role as facilitators to the student at home can have numerous benefits regarding student’s
study at home.



1.1 Statement of the Problem

Teachers play a significant role in the management of homework. Their attitude,
perception and practice of homework have noteworthy influence on the learning of
student. Way the teachers grade the homework sets the motivation level of the students. If
the teacher is of the view that homework is essential part of academia, the students would
tend to complete the given task and this practice will ultimately affect their academic
achievement positively. If the teacher does not give any importance to this practice and
considers it to be of no meanings, the student will not want to complete the homework
and thus will remain deprived of the benefits of it (Trautwein, Niggli, Schnyder, &
Ludtke, 2009). Teachers’ grading of homework also reflects their attitude towards
importance they give to homework and how they link homework to the academic
achievement of the student. Their choices regarding homework, their perception of
homework and above all their grading of the given task significantly make this practice
meaningful or vice versa.

1.2 Objectives of the Study

There have been researches addressing teachers’ purposes for assigning
homework (Brock, Lapp, Flood, Fisher & Keonghee, 2007; Cooper et al., 1998;
Trautwein et al., 2009; Xu, 2007) but this study intends:

= to know the meanings of the practice of homework to teacher

= to know about teachers’ perception of homework in term of academic
achievement of the learner.

= to evaluate teachers’ grading styles in order to know about their attitudes
regarding homework.

= to evaluate the effects of teachers’ attitude on the homework practice.

1.3 Research Question

Very little research has been conducted in order to know teachers’ perception and
attitude towards homework, what influences their decisions regarding homework and
what are the objectives they want to achieve by the way they grade the homework. The
research which is available is inconsistent. In the current study the research question will
be: What are the objectives teachers want to achieve by grading homework?

1.4 Significance of the Study



Teachers’ perception and attitude towards homework influence their decisions
regarding homework practice strongly. Very little and inconsistent research is available in
this regard. One size fits all is a wrong perception on part of teachers regarding
homework. While taking decisions regarding homework, teacher should undertake
several factors such as ability of the student, socio-economic status of the family,
relevance of the assigned home task with the content taught and significance of the
assigned home task in terms of academic development of the student. Addressing these
factors on part of teacher will enable the student to get more benefits from homework
practice.

Previous researches addressing the importance of incorporating homework into
academia provide justification for this study. The notion that completing homework
benefits all the students (Cooper et al. 1998; Keith, Diamond-Hallam, & Fine, 2004;
Trautwein at al., 2009) brings forth the sharp contrast with the reality that currently all
the students are not being benefited from homework. In the present study the researcher
will find out roots of this contradiction in the attitude and perception of teachers
regarding homework. The evaluation of their grading styles will provide a lens through
which the reader will see into the minds of teachers in order to know about their
perception and attitude regarding homework.

Teachers grading styles of homework need to be evaluated in detail in order to
understand their homework practice and their impact on students’ motivation and their
attitudes towards homework. This study will also bring to the surface the answer to the
question why all students are not benefited from homework? The inconsistency of
research regarding homework will also be unveiled in the upcoming chapter.

This study will be beneficial for teachers in the following areas:
a- Teachers will look at homework from a new angle.
b- They will put effort to make it challenging and motivational.
c- They will use this practice for the academic development of the students.
d- To make this practice effective they will devise strategies to involve parents in
this process.
e- By changing their styles of grading homework they will be able to motivate

and encourage the students.

This study will be beneficial for parents in the following areas:
a- Parents will identify their role in the academic voyage of their child.

b- Properly checked and rightly graded homework will present true picture of
their child to them.

c- They will be able to join hands with the teacher to extend the learning hours.

d- When homework is properly communicated to them, they will be able to

identify proper resources for the completion of homework.



This study will be beneficial for the organization in the following areas.
a- Properly checked and rightly graded homework will bring good repute to the

organization which is in turn helpful in getting more admission to the
organization.

b- Properly checked and rightly graded homework enables the students clarify
their concepts which in turn enable the organization to supply beneficial

workforce to the society.
1.5 Glossary of Terms

Despite all its complexities the term homework is simply defined as the task
assigned to the student to be completed after school hours (Cooper et al., 1998; Trautwein
et al., 2009). But student can complete their homework at various places besides their
home.

Grading according to Merriam-Webster dictionary refers to “a graduating mark
of accomplishment at school”. It also refers to “(1) : a rank of qualities.

Perception according to Merriam-Webster dictionary refers to “the way you think
about or understand someone or something” or “the way that you notice or understand
something using one of your senses”.



