
i 
 

Framing of Jamat-e-Islami Bangladesh leaders’ execution: A comparative study of 

Pakistani and Bangladeshi leading English dailies (2013-15) 

     

 

SUPERVISOR:  

Dr. Muhammad Khalid 

SUBMITTED BY:  

Muhammad Yousaf  ID: 13002167002 

Department of Media & Communication 

School of Social Sciences and Humanities 

University of Management and Technology Lahore 

     Session: 2013-15 



ii 
 

 

DECLARATION 

 

I, Muhammad Yousaf hereby declare that the matter presented in this dissertation is my original 

work and has been carried out under the supervision of Dr. Muhammad Khalid, UMT, Lahore. 

To the best of my knowledge, this thesis does not contain any material that has been submitted 

for the award of any other degree in any other university, neither does this thesis contain any 

material published or written previously by any other person, except in the text for which due 

references are given. 

         Muhammad Yousaf 

  



iii 
 

Certificate of Approval 

 

It is certified that the research work contained in the thesis titled “Framing of Jamat-e-Islami 

Bangladesh Leaders’ Execution: A Comparative Study of Pakistani and Bangladeshi Leading 

English Dailies (2013-15) has been carried out by Muhammad Yousaf Roll No. 13002167002 

under my supervision during his M Phil in Media and Communication 

 

Signature:-------------------------- 

Advisor: Dr. Muhammad Khalid 

Media and Communication Department 

School of Social Sciences and Humanities 

University of management and Technology 

 

 

  



iv 
 

Acknowledgement 

All the prayers are for Almighty Allah who is the most beneficent and merciful. It is due to 

Allah’s blessing that I am able to complete this research work with dedication and commitment.  

I would like to thank my supervisor Dr. Muhammad Khalid. His guidance, commitment and 

encouragement helped me a lot in completion of my thesis. 

I must thank Dr. Ifra Iftikhar, who has been a great help and source of motivation throughout the 

research work. Her valuable contribution stands priceless.  

I would like to thank Dr. Hanan, Head of Department Media Studies and Communication who 

guided me with his helpful suggestions for thesis.  

 

 

Muhammad Yousaf 

  



v 
 

Dedication  

I dedicate this thesis to Dr. Muhammad Khalid and Dr. Ifra Iftikhar. 

Without their support and guidance this thesis would have not been possible.  

May Allah always shower his countless blessings on them.Ameen 

 

 

  



vi 
 

Table of Contents:        Page No 

Chapter No.01  

1.0 Introduction -----------------------------------------------------------------------------7 

1.1 Background ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 8 

1.1.1 Background of the JI leaders’ execution ------------------------------------------- 9 

1.2 Newspaper selected ---------------------------------------------------------------------10 

The Daily Star – Bangladesh --------------------------------------------------------- 10 

The daily The Nation – Pakistan ----------------------------------------------------- 10 

1.3 Statement of the Problem --------------------------------------------------------------10 

1.4 Significance of study -------------------------------------------------------------------- 11 

1.4.1 The Intellectual Contribution --------------------------------------------------------- 12 

1.4.2 The Societal Contribution ------------------------------------------------------------- 13 

1.5 Objectives of the Study ----------------------------------------------------------------- 13 

1.6 Rationale of the Study ------------------------------------------------------------------ 14 

1.7 Research Questions ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 15 

1.8 Definitions of the key terms (framing) ----------------------------------------------- 15 

Chapter 02 

2.0 Literature Review------------------------------------------------------------------------ 17 

2.0 Theoretical Framework ---------------------------------------------------------------- 22 



vii 
 

2.1 Agenda Setting ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 22 

2.2 Framing -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 23 

2.2.1 Framing as a Tool in Modern Communication --------------------------- 24 

2.3 Frames used in research ------------------------------------------------------------ 25 

Chapter 03  

3.0  Research Methodology ------------------------------------------------------------- 29 

3.1  Data Collection Method ------------------------------------------------------------ 29 

3.2  Research Design --------------------------------------------------------------------- 29 

3.3  Research Instrument --------------------------------------------------------------- 30 

3.4  Research Population --------------------------------------------------------------- 30 

4.5  Research Sampling and size ------------------------------------------------------ 30 

3.6  Conceptualization ------------------------------------------------------------------- 31 

3.7  Operationalization ------------------------------------------------------------------ 31 

Chapter 04  

4.0 Data Analysis and Interpretation ----------------------------------------------- 32 

4.0.1 National Vendetta Frame --------------------------------------------------------- 32 

4.0.2 Historic Conflict Frame ----------------------------------------------------------- 35 

4.0.3 Human rights Frame --------------------------------------------------------------- 37 

4.0.4 Judicial frame ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 42 

4.0.5  Victory of spectacle ----------------------------------------------------------------- 43 



viii 
 

4.0.6  Public reaction frame ------------------------------------------------------------- 47 

4.0.7 Religious frame --------------------------------------------------------------------- 52 

Chapter 05 

5.0 Results, Findings ------------------------------------------------------------------- 57 

5.0.1 Table 1 ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 57 

5.0.2 Table 2 ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 58 

5.0.3 Figure 1 ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 59 

5.0.4 Figure 2 ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 60 

Chapter 06 

6.0 Discussion ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 61 

6.1 Limitations --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 65 

6.2 Recommendations ------------------------------------------------------------------ 65 

6.3 References ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 66 

6.4 Appendices --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 68 

 The Daily Star, Bangladesh 

 The Nation, Pakistan 

  



ix 
 

 

 

Abstract: 

Newspaper coverage of an issue leaves a positive or negative impact on the minds of public. This 

study examines the impact of framing of Jamat-e-Islami leaders’ execution in Bangladesh. 

Jamat-e-Islami leaders were accused of being involved in massacre and atrocity during the 

Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971. Framing analysis was employed. The purpose of study was 

to identify how the leading dailies ‘The Daily Star’ Bangladesh and ‘The Nation’ Pakistan have 

covered the event by using different frames in the same story to influence the public opinion. To 

investigate the issue, content analysis was conducted and framing as a tool was employed. 

Framing was analyzed from coding process which was done on two stages. On the first stage, 

open coding was performed. All the news text was read carefully and significant sentences and 

phrases were picked up and labeled according to the idea conveyed. On the second stage, all the 

labeled sentences and phrases were observed and analyzed thoughtfully to see if they show 

strong association to any of the seven frames extracted as result of first coding, i-e ‘National 

Vendetta frame, Historical Conflict frame, Human Rights frame, Public Reaction frame, Victory 

of Spectacle. Judicial frame and Religious frame. Five frames were extracted from the news 

story of ‘The Daily Star’ Bangladesh whereas four frames were extracted from the news story of 

‘The Daily Nation, Pakistan. The frequency of occurrence of these frames is such as; National 

Vendetta frame was the most frequently used frame, Victory of Spectacle frame was second 

frequently used frame. Judicial frame was the third frequently used frame, Human Rights frame 

was the fourth frequently used frame, Public Reaction frame was the fifth frequently used frame 

while Religious frame was the least used frame in ‘The Daily Star’ Bangladesh. Whereas in ‘The 
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Nation’ Pakistan, Historic Conflict frame was most frequently used frame, Human Rights frame 

was the second frequently used frame, Religious frame was the third frequently used frame while 

Public reaction was the least used frame. The study has concluded that the incident of execution 

was widely celebrated in Bangladesh as it was deemed justice with victim families whereas 

slighty contemplated and condemned in Pakistan.  

Key words: content analysis, Framing, Coding, Newspaper coverage, Jamat-e-Islami Leaders 

‘execution, Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
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Chapter No.01 

1.0 Introduction: 
 
The public is curious to seek information about events and happenings around the globe and 

media becomes main source of it. Therefore it is vital to understand the varied techniques the 

media use to make the news information prominent. Framing theory elucidates the influence of 

media on society. The framing theory “puts forward the way an idea or an individual is framed in 

media and how it influences public thinking about that idea or an individual (Tettah and King, 

2011) “The news media often reframe the events by giving emphasis to different features of the 

event, intentionally or unintentionally, in order to keep the story alive and fresh” (Chyi and 

McCombs, 2004) 

 

 


