“A Comparative Analysis of the Formality Differences
between Literary and Colloquial English Language”

A dissertation submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirement of the degree of M. Phil.

Presented to:
Prof. Dr. Zafar Igbal
Chairman, Department of English Language and Literature,

University of Management and Technology, Lahore

Presented by:

Ms. Mehvish Riaz

ID# 090584012

M. Phil Applied Linguistics
Spring Session (2009-2011)



Abstract:

This research has been carried out to investigate the differences between literary and colloquial
language through a contrastive and comparative analysis of the text of “Pride and Prejudice” by
Jane Austen and the script of the movie made on the novel with particular focus on the levels of
formality in the two genres. The concept of formality is based on the work done by Heylighen
and Dewaele (1999) who proclaim formality as a way to diminish ambiguity through elaboration.
It also derives the essence from the research made by Finegan and Biber (1994) who differentiate
between literate and oral varieties on the basis of certain elaborate and economy features. To
further analyze the text and script explicitly, research carried out by Igbal (1999), Cook (1989)

and Page (1984) has also been drawn on.

More than 62 extracts from the novel have been compared with the same number of relevant
extracts from the script of the movie. Moreover, a separate analysis of the literary language and
colloquial language has also been made to find out the formality differences between them. It is
found out that the presence of lexical and syntactic devices, for example, attributive adjectives,
prepositional phrases, parallelism, sentence structure and the length maintained through logical
connectors and lexical diversity are the markers of elaboration and well-formedness; and,
consequently of formality in literary language. On the other hand, the presence of several
features, for example, phrases, tag questions, contractions, clipping, topic-comment structures
and passive constructions and incomplete utterances are the markers of ease and naturalness in

colloquial speech and, therefore, make it appear as casual and flexibly or loosely structured.

The study has wider scope in that it not only incorporates the features of literature and language,

but also deals with spoken and written discourse. Thus, it can be used in the language class to



teach the function of various grammatical devices in the construction of two types of discourse.
Likewise, it can be used for the students of literature to sensitize them to the role of language in
the construction of literature. Moreover, they can be taught about the role of linguistic devices in

creating a particular literary effect by the author.
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Chapter 1:

Introduction:

This research has been carried out to investigate the formality differences between the literary
and natural English. It is essentially aimed at finding out the differences between a style and a
register based on the degree of formality. There are differences between spoken and written
communication and formality is an absolutely fundamental reason that makes both the modes of
communication stand at two opposite poles. Language is necessary for human beings as it shapes
all dynamics of their lives; therefore, it is of immense value to analyze the differences between

both the modes of expression i.e. written and speech.

The topic not only belongs to language and literature in general but also to various areas of

stylistics, sociolinguistics and pragmatics.

The study aims at investigating whether grammatical forms, frequency of literary devices,
implicature, or absence or presence of a specific context and the relationship between speakers
causes differences is the levels of formality. As there are decidedly marked distinctions between
literary register and natural style making literary language appear as detached, highly structured
and sophisticated and natural language as colloquial, flexibly structured and composed of slang.
This research aims to investigate whether these traits of speech and writing distinguish the two
forms. Moreover, it also intends to find out whether speech is characterized by another kind of

formality that is superimposed on the language with the help of paralanguage.

What motivates the researcher to make a comparative analysis of the formality differences in
literary and natural language is her deep interest in the study of literature and the study of various

related areas like sociolinguistics, pragmatics and stylistics etc. the researcher wants to ascertain
10



as to what makes the language forms appear different and how is formality brought forth through

the presence or absence of the assumed and hidden references, elaboration and coherence etc.

1.1 Background to the study:

Art is an indispensably powerful medium of the expression of intrinsic beauty of an artist.
Literature, sculpture, drama, movie, paintings and music are the various powerful demonstrations
of the artistic expression. Thought, feeling, imagination and beauty of style and form contribute
to the profundity and fascinating impact of art. Literature, a dynamic mode of artistic expression,
is one of the most vigorous instruments to explore the abyss of human talent and desire for

aestheticism.

Drama, poetry prose and novel are the various manifestations of literature. Novel is often
described as an epic in prose. It is an extensively huge account of the observation of a writer on
various social, economic, religious and cultural aspects of his generation or community which

are narrated by him in the form of a story.

Novel is a colossal story which can be made impressive through a coherent and integrated plot,
strong characters, description of the external world, logicality of the theme and touches of
suspense etc. It needs real struggle on part of the novelist to maintain the interest of the reader.
Nevertheless, for certain reasons, not everybody likes to read and enjoy novel; so, for this reason
movie makers try to present motion pictures or movie adaptations of novels so that the thematic
essence of the novel may be enjoyed by the viewers. Moreover, it helps in showing the

philosophy of a novelist through the more effective visual art of a movie maker.

The medium which is adopted by novelist is language, which helps in structuring, formulating,

adorning and modifying the reality. Movie, another medium of visual arts which is used to derive
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pleasure, on the one hand, stamps an impress on the beholders through its scenic beauty and
visual effects and on the other hand, its language tinged with paralanguage also plays a vital role

in enhancing the vibrancy of its impact.

As language is not a monolithic whole, it can be subdivided or categorized into a host of distinct
varieties. The demarcation line can be drawn between inter-lingual (variation within a language)
and intra-lingual (variation due to switching between or learning two or more languages)
varieties. Another discernible demarcation can be made between styles and registers where styles
are related to users and registers to use. Halliday (1985; cited in Puurtinen, 1995) delves deeper
into defining the three constituents of register named as field (i.e. what is happening inside the

text), tenor (i.e. who is taking part) and mode (i.e. what part language is playing).

On the basis of these criteria, language indubitably splits into varieties which are distinguished
from one another by way of an infinite range of factors. They can then be called dialects, (if
geography varies), sociolects (if social stratification varies), registers (if use varies), and style (if
user’s social role and status vary). These factors, along with other linguistic transformations,

influence language which makes it appear as speech and writing.

Varieties of language are generated by way of language user (e.g. accent, dialect). There are
various varieties of the English language which are intra-lingual and have come into being due to
being imbued with the distinguishing features added to them by their users. Language itself
consists of and is also a combination of all these varieties; that’s why, the terms language and
variety are sometimes used interchangeably. These varieties have been defined by Trudgill

(1992) as the following:
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Acrolect: It is a variety or lect which is socially the highest, most prestigious in a social dialect
continuum. For example, Standard English is an acrolect. Other varieties placed at the lower

position of a continuum in terms of social use are mesolect and basilect.

Antilanguage: It is a variety of language which is spoken on particular occasions by the
relatively powerless or marginal groups of society and it is intended to exclude other groups or
make it incomprehensible for them. Cockney black slang, the language of gypsies or criminals

may be called antilanguage.

Black vernacular English: It is a dialect of English which is spoken by the lower-class black

speakers in the United States.

Classical language: It is an autonomous variety of language which is considered as a standard

but speakers no longer use it in communication. For example, latin and Sanskrit.

Dialect: It is a variety which differs from other varieties in that it is associated with a particular
region or geographical area. A language typically comprises of various dialects. The variety

which is placed at the top of dialect continuum is called super-posed variety.

Genderlect: It is a variety which is specifically associated with the differences in language used

by male or female speakers.

Jargon: It is a term used for the language related to a particular activity. It appears
incomprehensible to the people who are not involved in that activity and they consequently do

not employ that language for example, legal jargon.

Register: It is a term which refers to a language variety related to a specific topic, subject or

activity. For example, register of cooking, playing football, medicine and law etc.
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