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Abstract 

 

This study is based on Grice’s cooperative principles (1989). Flouting of maxims is a use of 

language in which implicatures are produced. The purpose of the study is to analyze the male 

and female conversations in terms of flouting in political talk shows. Data was collected 

through recording and transcribing conversations from political talk shows. The qualitative 

data was gathered from19 males and 9 females. The percentage of frequency of flouting 

varied in males and females. It was observed that females flouted more than the males in 

political talk shows on TV. They either flouted because of indirectness that served them to be 

polite or satirical depending upon the situation. The results show that females do more 

flouting than the male speakers. Hence this study provides evidences that the female 

speakers’ language contains 7.83% more flouting of the maxims. The most flouted maxim in 

the political talk show is the maxim of relevance and the least flouted was the maxim of 

quality. Hence political talk shows contain all the four types of flouting which is further 

classified on gender basis.  

Key Words: Grice’s maxims, Media/political Discourse, Flouting, Implicature, Gender 

studies   
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Flouting of Grice’s Maxims in Media Discourse: A Gender based Analytical Study of 

Political Talk Shows. 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION: 
 

1.1 Purpose of the study: 

This study explores the incidents of flouting in political talk shows. The study analyses 

the speeches of the speakers to find the frequency of incidents and kinds of flouting. The 

researcher also tried to infer the causes of certain types of flouting to have occurred the most 

or least times. However it is not focused whether the political talk shows represent our culture 

or not. The main purpose of the study is to explore and define the incidents of flouting; what 

types of flouting occur and why is that such types of flouting occur in political media 

discourse.  

Flouting is sophisticated use of language. The political talk shows are full of flouting. 

This shows that politicians are supposed to be well aware of the use of language. Flouting is 

such a device that can help political speakers to perform various functions. For instance they 

can say something ambiguous in order to avoid giving correct and unnecessary information. 

They violate the maxim of quality. On the other hand, he or she may utter that ambiguous 

statement in a way as to give rise to implicature.  
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