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  "The Hebrew word Torah has many meaning."7 F
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6
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8 David J. Zucker, An Intoduction For Christain and Jews, Paulist Press, New Jersy, 
U.S.A, 2005, P. 1 
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"Torah: this Hebrew word is a central biblical concept, and it is an issue 
Christian  
theology has only recently begun to address."8F

9 
 

The Torah (Hebrew for  teaching ) refers to the sacred scripture of the 
Jewish people as well as the scroll it written on, their most identifiable 
sources, which are labeled J, E, P and D. 10   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                              
, History of Old Testament LawThe Torah: Theology and Social  Frank Crüsemann, 9

,P.1  Fotress Press,U.S.A, 1996, V.1 
10 Encycolopedia of Judaism, Infobase Publishing, New York, U.S.A, 2006, P.521,522  
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11  

  
"The word Torah has an interesting history. The root of this word is yarah, 
meaning "to shoot," i.e., at a target. When someone shoots at a target, he is 
trying to direct an arrow, and so the root meaning of the word Torah is that of 
"correct direction” and hence the word means a "teaching," a "doctrine" or a 
"law" (the Greek translation of the Bible rendered Torah as nomos, "law"). In 
the Bible, the word generally refers to particular law or doctrine, or to a set of 
such laws or dortrines."11F

12                                                                
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"In refrence to the Hebrew scriptures, Torah means the first five books, 
Genesis 
through Deuteronomy."13F

14 
 

"Torah is a Hebrew word generally translated "teaching" or "instruction"."14F

15 
 

In the broadest sense, the word torah means instruction  such as the 
instruction a parent gives to child, or a teacher gives pupils.15F

16 

                                              
11 

12 Louis Jacobs,  The Book of Jewish Belief, Behrman House, USA, 1984, P. 19  
13

 
14 John Renard, The Handy Religion Answer Book, Visible Ink Press, Canton, USA, 
2002, P. 67 
15 ibid  
16 Priests for Equality, The Inclusive Hebrew Scriptures: Volume I: Altamira Press, 
Lanham, USA, 2005, P.xii 



 
13 

  
 "Torah means a complete Jewish civilization."16F

17 
 

"In the broadest sense, the word torah means "instruction" such as the 
instruction a parent gives to child, or a teacher gives pupils. Here, it is the 
divine Instruction, the revelation to Moses concerning the will of God." 17F

18 
 

Jewish theologians throughout history have developed their thinking by 
confronting the life and ideas of the world from the context of the eternal 
Torah. Torah in this fullest meaning is synonymous with Jewish heritage."18F
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17 Mordecai Menahem Kaplan, Emanuel S. Goldsmith, Mel Scul, Dynamic Judaism, 
Fordham University Press, 1991. P. 99 
18 Priests for Equaliy, The Inclusive Hebrew Scriptures: Volume I:The Torah, P. xii 
19 Leo Trepp, A History of the Jewish Experience, Behrman House, Inc springfeild, 
New Jersey, USA, 2001, P. 327 
20 http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/torah 
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