
 1 

Portrayal of TTP threat in Pakistan’s English print media after APS 

Attack 
 

 

 
 

2013-2017 
 
RESEARCH SCHOLAR                       SUPERVISOR 
 
Muhammad Haider Iftikhar Gondal                                     Sohaib Ali 
 
ID NO. 15004188007                                          LECTURER, DPS 
 
 

 
 
 

Department of Political Science 
School of Social Sciences and Humanities 

University of Management and Technology 
Lahore 

 



 2 

Contents 
 

 

Abstract of the Study 3 

Introduction 4 

Background: 4 

Research Questions 10 

Aim and Objectives of the Study 10 

Rationale of the Study 11 

Methodological Framework: 11 

Questions Addressed: 12 

Data Collection: 12 

Data Analysis: 12 

Literature Review 13 

TTP Organization 13 

Major Actors of Instability -Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 15 

Bacha Khan University attack 16 

Parachinar attack 16 

Peshawar Christian colony attack 17 

Lahore Attacks 17 

Attackin Karachi 18 

Bomb blast on Lahore rally 18 

Park attack on Lahore Christians 19 

Debate 19 

Chapter 3 19 



 3 

Role of Pakistan against War on Terror 20 

How Were Leading Pakistani English Dailies Depicting the TALIBANS Threat during Operation 

Zarb-e-Azb before the APS Attack 22 
Criticism on the Operation and Military 23 

Criticism towards the Government 24 

Disappointment of the Citizens 25 

Civilian-Military Affairs 25 

Reaction towards the IDP’s 26 

No Appreciation of Forces 28 

Projection of Taliban 28 

Others conscious Angle of the Coverage 29 

How Were Leading Pakistani English Dailies Depicting The TALIBANS Threat After Aps Attack? 31 

What strategic scenarios have been offered by English dailies for responding to TTP threat? 36 

Significance of Internal Security 36 

Security situation in Pakistan 36 

Counter terrorism in Pakistan 40 

Whole-of-Nation Approach 41 

Kinetic Strategy 41 

Developmental Strategy 42 

Non-Kinetic Strategy 42 

Military Forces 42 

Madrasa Reforms 43 

Development and Devolution 44 

Reconciliation 44 

Security of Industrial Zones 44 



 4 

Situation of Law and order in Karachi 45 

Security of foreigners 45 

Digitization of Crime Data 46 

Legislation 46 

Conclusion 46 

Recommendations: 48 

Bibliography 50 

 

 

 



 5 

 Abstract  

The study aims to explain the role played by Print [English] media in portraying the threats of 
terrorism before APS attack in order to respond to Operation Zarb-e-Azb carried out by Pakistan 
Army. The study also portrays the role of Print media in creating awareness about the threats 
caused by TTP after APS attack, the influence of media on people and the possible solutions to 
get rid of the problem at hand. The major source of conducting the research data is the print 
media including leading english dailies with the likes of Dawn and Express Tribune. The data is 
collected from very authentic sources with all due care while analyzing it. The study revolves 
around three major questions which are addressed in detail: How print media portrayed the 
threats caused by TTP before the APS attack, after APS attack and possible solutions offered by 
various media outlets. During the study, it has been observed that the security situation in 
Pakistan is in jeopardy, and it needs some serious appraisals. The political instability, role 
conflicts between institutes and institutional crisis contribute a lot against Pakistan. Public 
awareness and sense of security should be instilled in every single individual in order to keep 
things under control
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Portrayal of TTP Threat in Pakistan’s 
English Print Media after APS Attack 
Introduction 

Background: 

Pakistan faced the deadliest terrorist attack on December 16, 2014 where terrorists of foreign 

nationals killed children and staff members of Army Public School in Peshawar. The terrorists 

were associated with the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and they brutally massacred 141 

people in which 132 were just children and this left the whole nation to suffer with trauma as an 

aftermath. However, the Army Public School attack was considered a reaction to the ‘Operation 

Zarb-e-Azb’ which was carried out by Pakistan Army in the North-West of Pakistan against 

Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan and violent attacks that they carried out in different regions of 

Pakistan for the past several years
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