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Abstract 

Knowledge, skills, abilities and attitudes are the features of teachers’ competence 

which relates their effective teaching. The study was aimed to analyze the competence 

of elementary school teachers with respect to National Professional Standards for 

Teachers in Pakistan. Objectives of the study were (a) to investigate the subject matter 

knowledge of elementary school teachers and (b) to investigate the elementary school 

teachers’ competence based on effective communication and proficient use of 

information communication technologies. The population of the study consisted on 

the elementary school teachers of public sector.  The sample comprised on seventy 

one male and eighty female teachers selected through stratified random sampling 

technique. The study was descriptive in nature; survey method was used through 

observation checklist developed by the researcher. The major approach to conduct the 

study was quantitative.Descriptive and inferential statistical techniques wereapplied to 

find out the percentage, mean, standard deviation and difference between male and 

female teachers’ competence level.  The study findings revealed that majority of 

teachers have moderate competence level in subject matter knowledge and effective 

communication and proficient use of information communication technologies. It was 

concluded that there was in significance difference between male and female 

teachers’ competence regarding subject matter knowledge and effective 

communication and proficient use of information communication technologies. It was 

suggested that Government should take steps to enhance competencies of elementary 

school teachers by pre- service and in-service training of teachers.  

Keywords: Teachers’ Competence, Subject Matter Knowledge, Effective 
Communication, Information Communication Technology. 
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Chapter I 
Introduction 

 Background  
The progress of information and communication technologies (ICT) had 

drastically reshaped instructing and learning forms in advanced education (Pulkkinen, 

2007; Wood, 1995).ICT for instruction was more necessary than any other time in 

recent memory since its developing strength and abilities were setting off an 

amendment in the learning situations accessible for instruction (Pajo and Wallace, 

2001).ICT offered effective learning situations and could change the learning and 

instruction process so learner could manage information in a dynamic, self-

coordinated and helpful way (Volman and Van Eck, 2001; de Corteet al., 2003).At 

present ICT was considered as an imperative way to advance new strategies for 

education (educating and learning). It must be used to build up Learners ' abilities for 

team work, correspondence, critical thinking and long lasting learning (Plomp et al., 

1996; Voogt, 2003).while computers and technology were common throughout our 

civilization (Cuban, 2001), developing countries were far from getting their benefits 

because of certain barriers. 
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