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Abstract 

 

 

The focal point of this study is a comparison between the economic conditions of the Indian sub-

continent, one of the many colonies of the Great Britain, before the arrival of the East India 

Company in India and till the end of the British rule. In this regard statistical evidence has been 

compiled in a tabular form to show the actual situation in a clear way. Moreover, the conclusions 

drawn from the statements of some well-known English officers employed in the Sub-continent 

during that time period by the Great Britain have been included. As my study is related to history 

so the old books about the history of that time period and area helped me to gather facts and 

figures about the condition of the Indian economy before and during the British rule. 

Interestingly, India had been a much advanced and enlightened civilization since 17th century. 

The rate of literacy in India at that time period, despite its strictly conventional education system, 

had been higher than that in England and even in the rest of the Europe. Similarly, in all 

probability, the Indian Sub-continent was way ahead in the provision of civic facilities too. The 

general condition of common people in Europe was awful and compared very unfavorably with 

the conditions prevailing in the Indian Sub-continent during that time.  
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