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Abstract

In the wake of 9/11, 2001 religious extremism became a major concern of international
security agencies. Pakistan, in particular, became a focus of academic discourse on radical
religious extremism and militancy. It was during these times that President of Pakistan
Pervez Musharraf presented the idea of “Enlightened Moderation”. According to him, the
Muslims would have to adopt the modern path and the world should promote justice to get
rid of extremism. This study examines President Musharraf’s policy of “Enlightened
Moderation” and its different interpretations by the national and international print media.
The study finds that despite President Musharraf’s efforts to explain this idea at length, it
was interpreted in multiple, often conflicting ways by scholars in the Pakistan, the West
and in the Muslim world. Data is included from newspapers articles and semi-structured
elite interviews which are selected using quota and purposive sampling. Following the
interpretive qualitative research tradition, the study is employed thematic analysis to

analyze the data.
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1. Introduction

"As a model, Kemal Ataturk did a great deal for Turkey. | have his biography. We will see

what I can do for Pakistan." Pervez Musharraf as cited in (Gupta, 2006)

The term “Enlightened Moderation” (EM) was used by former Pakistani President and
Chief of the Army Staff General Pervez Musharraf while addressing the 58" session of
United Nations General Assembly in September, 2003. He pointed out that the world is
facing new forms of threat to peace and security since the event of 9/11. Unfortunately,
after 9/11 West perceived that Muslims are extremists and terrorists. The confrontation
between Islam and West was being openly presented. This confrontation was unbelievable
for Muslims and it was the responsibility of the world to prevent this clash. According to
him, the solution to this problem was ‘Enlightened Moderation” an idea which would be
acceptable to both Muslim nations and advanced Western countries. This idea had two
sides: one was for the Muslim world to reject militancy and extremism and adopt the path
of socioeconomic uplift and the other side was for the West, and especially for the USA,
to resolve all political disputes of Muslim nations such as Kashmir and Palestine with
justice and provide aid for the socioeconomic betterment of the deprived Muslim world,
because injustice, poverty and illiteracy in the Muslim world created terrorism and

extremism (Musharraf, 2003).



