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I 
 

Abstract: 

 

This research investigates and analyzes the violation of Maxims of Grice’s Cooperative 

Principle (CP) by Pakistani politicians in Urdu TV talk shows. Special attention is paid to 

politicians’ deliberate violation of Maxim of Relevance and resort to the technique of 

squabbling and bickering mostly to avoid referencing their incompetence and corruption. 

Further, the claim that the violations are intentional and purposeful ploys on the 

politicians’ part to neutralize potential harm to their reputations is justified by 

extraordinary frequency of such phenomena as the anchors’ lack of success in their overt 

attempts to ensure better adherence to the maxims of the said principle. Both Qualitative 

and Quantitative research methods are employed to analyze the participants’ 

conversations, with tables and graphs indicating the frequency of relevant, partly relevant 

and irrelevant answers. The findings of the study point out that the frequency of 

irrelevant answers is quite high, politicians manipulate the conversation to achieve certain 

goals, it also highlight the fact that the conversation becomes ineffective when there is a 

violation of the maxims of Grice’s CP. The study will be helpful for the students of 

media studies and language and communication as it stresses the significance of effective 

communication. 
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CHAPTER 1 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 The role of language is vital and significant in a civilized human society. Language is an 

important tool to influence people, to exchange ideas and to change perspective in all 

spheres of life. The role of electronic media has gained significance with the concept of 

globalization in the world. In electronic media, Language is a powerful instrument to 

shape opinions, to form new ideologies and to guide the masses. In short, Language is 

more than grammatical rules, according to Durranti(1999), the functions of language are 

not confined to grammatical rules, the study of language in social action is more 

significant. ( p. 1). Political TV talk shows and interviews have become popular among 

the masses with the launch of private TV channels in Pakistan. “The private television 

channels play an important role in formulating public opinion and polishing their attitude 

regarding vital political issues around the clock” (Mahsud et al, 2013, p.9).   


