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ABSTRACT 
 

This research discovers, classifies and analyzes collocation errors made by second 

language learners in English composition. The participants’ knowledge of collocation 

vocabulary in three major fields i.e. education, politics and daily life was checked. The 

data was collected by using a questionnaire for teachers and by checking the written 

essays of the students. There were total 195 studentswhile100 teachers of English were 

consulted in order to seek their professional opinion on the research topic.  The compiled 

data was analyzed in the light of qualitative and quantitative approaches also by utilizing 

the latest version of SPSS. Results of the study confirm that there are significant 

collocation errors in the composition of Pakistani learners of English particularly certain 

gender differences in demonstrating these vocabulary skills are noticeable. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 
 

“Collocation is the co-occurrence  of  two  or  more  words  within  a  short  space  of 

each other in a text. The usual measure of proximity is a maximum of four words 

intervening. (Sinclair, 1991, p.170)  

 

1.1    Chapter Overview 

The first section of this chapter provides an overview of the study, the factors that 

paved way for undertaking it, the purpose of the study, its significance and its 

limitations. A precise definition of the term “Collocation” has been presented here. 

The pages of this section explain that English, which is a second or foreign language 

for large part of speech community in the world, is often regarded as quite 

complicated and tricky one due to its asymmetrical nature, syntax, word 

pronunciation, word order, coinage, and sort of vocabulary it is pregnant with. 

Apart from its grammar, the area of vocabulary is highly problematic particularly 

collocations, which occupy a large proportion of vocabulary, are embedded with 

difficulties. The study finds out that second language learners commit a number of 

collocation errors when they write something in English. The introductory part 

outlines the research questions and scope of the study. The chapter ends with an 

outline of the study. 
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