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ABSTRACT



The study examines the process of reduplication in Punjabi language. Various phonological,
morphological, syntactical and semantic patterns are involved in making words reduplication in
Punjabi language. There are two ways of reduplication in Punjabi language; total reduplication
and partial reduplication. Total reduplication deals with repetition of the whole word while
partial reduplication involves modification of vowel and consonants. This study has focused on
reduplication at morphological level. In the linguistics literature, reduplication is used as a
standard term with different phenomenon. Punjabi language is largely spoken in South Asia.
Punjabi language is most commonly used in Pakistan and India. It is the language of Punjab. In
the linguistics circle of Pakistan, Punjabi is an under-researched language and very rich in
reduplication occurrences. The main purpose of this research is to investigate reduplication in
Punjabi language. For this purpose, there is a great need to discover the repetition patterns in
nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs, etc. This research will examine full and partial
reduplication in Punjabi language. The design utilizes a qualitative approach to research. The
data is taken from Punjabi Text Books, Punjabi songs and Punjabi Videos. The current study is
descriptive in nature. Under the influence of qualitative research, the researcher used Lexical
Functional Grammar (LGF) approach promoted by Joan Bresnan and Ron Kaplan to describe the
data. In Linguistics, Lexical Functional Grammar is a model grammar that provides a framework
for examining both morphological structure and syntactic structures. Punjabi language ranges
from total reduplication to partial reduplication such as alternation of consonant based
morphemes, alternation of vowel based morphemes and rhyming words or echoic expressions.
This research shows that due to partial reduplication new compound words are formed (coinage)
and it also performs different semantics functions in Punjabi language. The data will be

analyzed by word classes.



CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Defining Reduplication

Reduplication is a morphological process in which full part or some portion of a word is
repeated; either to the left or to the right of the word, sometimes, the middle of the word. In
languages studies, reduplication is a crucial phenomenon. Reduplication modifies linguistics
productivity and it is used reciprocally with repetition. In many languages, reduplication is used
to give grammatical functions in inflections and lexical derivations to produce semantics
functions. (S. Nadarajan, 2007, P 39)

Reduplication has the ability to attract the attention of linguists because the speakers of various
Indo-European languages are not common with this phenomenon. However, it can be found in
many other families of languages. Sapir said; “Nothing is more natural than the prevalence of

reduplication in other words repetition of full or partial of the radical element.” (Sapir 1921:76)

For individual creativity and the central meaning making strategies, reduplication is a limitless
resource. By formalist theories, at lexical levels, linguistics forms of reduplication have been
explored (Tannen, 1987). At discursive level, there is normal tendency among linguists to
overlook its function (Wang, 1987).



