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Abstract 

To investigate the nature of the writing skill problems of graduate learners, two fifty graduate 

male and female learners randomly selected from four colleges and one university were asked 

to complete three writing skill tasks: Rational deletion, fifth word deletion and open 

composition test. The English article system is considered very complicated for second 

language learners. The study is related to the research question: What is the frequency of 

errors of ESL graduate learners in their writing skills? (a) Articles (b) Prepositions. It is 

investigated that article overuse and article omission are the common problems for ESL. 

Besides, students deem prepositions quite tricky to use in their writing. So the findings show 

the wrong use of prepositions specifically ‘with, in, of’ and unnecessary insertion of 

prepositions. It is observed that errors are because of the interference of L1 in L2.                                    

Besides, the final results of the three tests showed that articles (definite, indefinite, zero 

article) and Prepositions (prepositional verbs, prepositional phrases, phrasal verbs, zero 

prepositions) are quite problematic for ESL learners. This study also explores the 

unnecessary insertion of zero article and zero prepositions. The learners usually 

overgeneralize the definite article and they try to put both functional words on the same 

patterns of L1 which ultimately leads them towards errors.  The study suggests changes in the 

current pedagogical methods, curriculum and syllabus designing.  
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CHAPTER 01 

This chapter deals with the research problem and its context, objectives of the study, research 

questions, significance and nature of the study, research design, population and sample, 

instrument, delimitations and the work plan of the study. 

Introduction         

In second language writing, proficiency requires mastery in various areas such as grammar, 

vocabulary and function words (articles, prepositions) which are widely used as standard 

criteria to evaluate any piece of writing task. ESL learners often lack ability to perform in an 

effective way. They repeatedly commit errors in various writing skill tasks. In Pakistan, this is 

hundred percent true in the case of L2 learners studying in public sector colleges. For instance, 

the study conducted by Hussain, Hanif, Asif, Rehman (2013) regarding the writing skill errors 

of Pakistani ESL undergraduate learners of public sector colleges specified that the learners 

make many types of errors such as verb, word choice, subject omission, articles, passive voice 

etc. in their writing skill. The crucial role played by errors cannot be disregarded because errors 

reflect the learner’s journey towards amelioration.  

 

 

 


