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Abstract

This research explores the election strategies of winning candidates of NA 126 Lahore and
NA 263 Loralai. Through a comparative studies, it is found that different candidates had used
different strategies which were suited to the socio-cultural norms of the constituencies and
mindset of the voters.The candidates of NA 126 (Lahore) adopted the strategies of
“Managing Election’s day (bringing the voters out of their homes and posting trained polling
agents), targeting their opponents, the use of social media, telephone messaging, corner
meetings, door to door campaign and strategy of change while the candidates of NA 263
(Loralai) used the strategies of “making electoral alliances”, tribal structure, nationalism,
personal popularity and their background of middle class. The most effective strategy of
winning candidates among these strategies, was “managing the polling day at tactical level”.
Furthermore,it is noticed that the voters of NA 263 (Loralai) often cast their vote to the
candidates who visit to their homes during the election campaign while the voters of NA 126
(Lahore) are the supporters of political parties and more women cast their votes on partylines
and political leadership.The election campaign of candidates’ motivate male voters in NA
126 Lahore and female voters in NA 263 of Loralai. Besides, the people of NA 263 (Loralai)
cast their ballots for personal benefits and nepotism. Furthermore, the voters of both
constituencies, NA 126 (Lahore) and NA 263 (Loralai) equally casted their votes for those
candidates who do developmental works in their constituencies. Thus, the election strategies
of winning candidates are different from each other (126 Lahore and 263 Loralai). The
candidates of both constituencies adopted different strategies, according to the aspirations of
the voters and traits of the area. Though different candidatesfrom the same parties with
different areas, using their own tactics and strategies of parties, but their party’s strategies
and their own tactics were not fruitful as in NA 126 (Lahore) and NA 263 (Loralai). For
instance, through the same strategies, PTI won NA 126 (Lahore) but lost NA 263 (Loralai).
The parties applied different strategies and won the election of NA 263, but lost the election
of NA126.



Introduction:

Elections are part and parcel of democracy. Democratic political system is not possible
without free and fair elections. When Pakistan came into existence on August 14, 1947 a
separate constituent assembly comprised of 69 members was formed. The elections at
provincial level were held on the basis of universal adult franchise from (1951-1954). On 23
March 1956, first constitution of Pakistan was enforced and the constituent assembly of
Pakistan became the National Assembly of Pakistan.



