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ABSTRACT 

The present study aims at finding the lexical simiarities between Punjabi language and Siraiki. 

The study also determines at supporting those students who want to learn Punjabi language and 

Siraiki as a second language. It has been noted that there is a variety of studies which estimate 

the similarity level between two different languages and two dialects of the same language, but 

the similarity level between Siraiki and Punjabi has not been explored yet. The researcher 

collected one thousand high-frequency words (the latest corpus complied by the researcher) in 

Punjabi and Siraiki and analyzed by using the Levenshtein’s (1965) algorithm to explore the 

difference between them. The study is based on the hypothesis: lexical difference between both 

selected languages will be inferior to 75% due to the genetical relationship between both 

linguistic systems. 

Key words: Punjabi language, Siraiki, lexical differences, cross-language similarities, lexical 

distance, language acquisition 
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INTRODUCTION 

According to Ethnologue (2017), 73 languages are spoken in Pakistan from which Urdu 

is the national language. According to The CIA World Fact book, there are six main languages 

which are spoken in Pakistan with fifty-nine smaller languages (2017). Central Intelligence 

Agency declares that the major languages in Pakistan are: Punjabi with 48% of the total 

speakers, Sindhi with 12% of the total speakers, Siraiki is the third biggest language of Pakistan 

with 10% of speakers, Pashto and Urdu (native) speakers are 8% in Pakistan and Balochi 

speakers are 3% of the total population of the country (2017). 


