A comparative Study of Kinship Terms

In Punjabi and Saraiki

By

Irfan Abbas

#100784019

Department of English Language and Literature

University of Management and Technology Lahore



A comparative Study of Kinship Terms

In Punjabi and Saraiki

By

Irfan Abbas

#100784019

Thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirement for M. Phil in Applied Linguistics
Department of English Language and Literature

University of Management and Technology Lahore






Certificate of Approval
The dissertation entitled “A comparative Study of Kinship Terms in Punjabi and

Saraiki” submitted by Irfan Abbas ID# 100784019 has been accepted in partial fulfillment of

the requirements for the degree of MPhil in Applied Linguistics by the Department of English
Language and Literature, School of Social Sciences and Humanities, University of Management

and Technology, Lahore.

-

Furrakh Abass
Supervisor

]

A Vo~
/" Prof. Zamir Nagvi
External Examiner

—~—A

Prof. Rao Jaleel Ahmed
Chairman

=
Dr. Abdul Hameed
Dean

Date: 21-11-2012



Contents

No.

Certificate Of APPrOVAl ... . .. e e e e e e e e

ACKNOWIBAGEMENL . ..o e e e e e e e e e e e e

L8 g F=T o] =T o] 0T

13

O 121 0o 18 o A o]

13

1.2 Significance 0f the STUAY ... ..o e e e e e e

14

1.3 Aims &

OIS . . ettt e e ——

15

1.4 RESEAICH QUESTIONS. .. ettt et et e e e e et et e e e e e e e e

15

1.5 Rationale of the

15

1.6 MetNOAOIOY . .. .o e e e e e e e

16

1.7 CollECtiON OF Data. ..o n e e e

16

S T 1 ESY 00T L

16

L I g £

16

O3 F=T o] =T I PP

17

LI AtUIE ROVIBW . .. e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e,

17

2.1 What is Kinship

17

2.2 Variations in KINSNIP SYSTeM. .. ...t e e e e e e e e e e

19

2.2.1KINShip & Family ... ... e

19

2.2.2 KiNShIP @nd DESCENT. .. ... ettt e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e

20




2.2.2. 1 UNIHAtEral DESCENT. ..o e e e e e e

20

2.2.2.1. 1 Patrilineal DESCENT ...t et e e e e e e e e e e

21

2.2.2.1.2 Matrilineal Descent

21

2.2.2.2 BIlAtEral DESCENT. .. .o et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

22

2.2.2.3 AMDIIINEAI DESCENT ...t e e e e e e e e

22

2.2.3 DESCENE GIOUPS. .. ettt et et et ettt et et e e e et et et et e et e e e e a e

22

A I 41T o -

23

2.2, 2 G AN e

23

2.2, 3. 3 PRIt IES . ..o

23

AR R N Y, (o] < A [ T

24

2.2, 3 D TS . ..

24

2.2 3.0 KINATEU. .. .ot e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

24

2.2.4 Marriage & KINShIP ... .oe i

24

2.2.4.1The forms Of Marriage. .. ... .ov et e e e e e e e,

25

2.2.4.1.1 Same SEX MaITIAgR. .. ... e e e e e et e e e e e e e

25

2.2.4.0.2 POIYgamY ... .. e

26

2.2.4. 1.3 MONOQAMY ... ..ttt it e e e et e e et e e e e ete e eaeeanaenaas

26

2.2.4.1.4 GhOSt MAITIAgES. .. «enee e e et et et e e e e e e e eens

26

2.24.2 RUIES OF Marriage. .. ... et e e e e e e e

26

2.2.4. 2.1 EXOQAMY ... ettt i e et et e et e et e e et e e e e

26

2.2.4.2.2 ENAOGAMY ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e

26

2.2.4.3 RESIENCE & MAITIAGE. ..« .t en e it et e e e e e e e e e e e ae e aen,

27

2.2.4.3.1 Patriolocal RESIAENCE. .. ... et e e e e e e e e e e e

27




2.2.4.3.2 Matrilocal RESIABNCE ... ... et e e e e e e e e e e

27

2.2.4.3.3 Neolocal

RESIENCE. ..

27

2.2.5 Kinship &

ROIES. e

27

2.2.6 Nationality, ethnicity, race, case, gender, sex, colour & Kinship........................

28

2.3 Symbols Used to Represent Kinship Relations.............oeviiiiiiii i e,

28

2.4 Kinship Terminology & StrUCTUIE. .. ... ... e e e e e e e s

31

2.5 KINSNIP SYStEIMS. .. e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e

33

2.6 Kinship System in PakiStan. .. ... ....o.uie it it e e e e e e e e e e ae e,

33

2.6.1 Family System

37

ST I 1< 1Yo =] |

37

2.6.3 DBSCENE GIOUPS. .. e ettt et ettt et et e e e e e et et e e et et e e te e eae eae e eae e e ens

38

2.6.4 MAITIAgE SY S M. .. ettt it et e e e e et e e et et e et e e et e e

38

2.0, 5 ROIBS ..o

39

2.7 Linguistic & Cultural Diversity in PakiStan. .. ..........o.uieiieiie i,

39

(08 F=T o =T I 0] £

41

3.1 ColleCtion OF Data. .. ...ccoeie it e e e e e e e e e

41

G T [ 153 ¥ 1T 0T 0

42

B ANl SIS . et e e e

42

L8 F=T o =T o T |

44

4.1 Interpretation OF DAta. .. .....ooui it e e e e e e e e e e

44

4.2 Discussion 0N Data ANalySIS. .. ... .oe oo e e

110




4.2.1 Similarities in Kinship Systems of Punjabi & Saraiki ................coooiien .

118

4.2.2 ReasoNns Of SIMIIarities. .. ..o e e e e,

120

4.2.3 Differences in Kinship Systems of Punjabi & Saraiki..............cccccoviiiiiininnn

121

4.2.3.1 LeXiCal DIfferENCES. ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e

121

4.2.3.2 Reasons for [exical DifferenCes. .. ..o oo o e e e e e e e e e e

121

4.3.3 Phonological DIffereNCES .......cuuieiieie it it e e e e

121

4.3.4 Reasons for Phonological DIfferences. .. .......oeeve e i e e,

123

L8 T o =Tl Y-

124

5.1 DISCUSSION ON FINAINGS .. vttt ittt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e ennn,

124

5.1.1 Punjabi vs. Saraiki Kinship Terms. ..ot e e,

124

5.1.11 Similarities Between TWO SYStEMS........oviieitietiee it eie e e e e

124

5.1.1.2 Differences between TWO SYSIEMS .......oviiie i e e

125

.2 CONCIUSION .t e e e e e

125

B3 LIMIEALIONS . . . e e et e e e e e e e e e e e,

126

B FUINET STUAIES. . . ot e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

126

RO O ENCES. .. oo e

127

Appendix (A) “Interview QUESTIONS” ... ...t e e e e e e e e e

131

Appendix (B) “INterview QUESTIONS ... ...ttt e e e e e e e et e e

132

Appendix (C) “INterview QUESTIONS ... ... . e e e e e e e e e e e e

133

Appendix (D) “Interview QUESTIONS” ... ... .. it i e e e e e e e e e e

134

AppendixX (E) “Interview QUESTIONS” ... ... ..ttt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e

135

AppendixX (F) “INterview QUESTIONS ... ... e e e e e et ettt e et e eeeeieniens

136

AppendixX (G) “Interview QUESTIONS” ... ... et e e e e e e e e e e e e

137




Appendix (H) “Interview QUESTIONS” ... ... o it e e e e e e e e e e 138
List of Tables
Table 2.1 Symbols Used For Kinship Terms .........ccoooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiincie e e e sennenneneeens | 30
Table 4.1 Kinship Terms Used for Father in Punjabi & Saraiki .....................coccoviiviiiineen. | 45
Table 4.2 Kinship Terms Used for Mother in Punjabi & Saraiki ............ccocooiiiiiiiiii i | 47
Table 4.3 Kinship Terms Used for Grand Father in Punjabi & Saraiki....................oooveiieee. | 49
Table 4.4 Kinship Terms Used for Grand Mother in Punjabi & Saraiki................cooooiiiiiine, 50
Table 4.5 Kinship Terms Used for Father’s Elder Brother in Punjabi & SaraiKi ..........cc.ccccceennnenn. 52
Table 4.6 Kinship Terms Used for Wife of Father’s Elder Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki.............. 54
Table 4.7 Kinship Terms Used for Father’s Younger Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki ................... | 55
Table 4.8 Kinship Terms Used for Wife of Father’s Younger Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki .................... 56
Table 4.9 Kinship Terms Used for Father’s Sister in Punjabi & Saraiki 57
Table 4.10 Kinship Terms Used for Husband of Father’s Sister in Punjabi & Saraiki ................ 58
Table 4.11 Kinship Terms Used for Father’s Brother’s Son in Punjabi & Saraiki ..................... 60
Table 4.12 Kinship Terms Used for Father’s Brother’s Daughter in Punjabi & Saraiki ............... | 61
Table 4.13 Kinship Terms Used for Father’s Sister’s Son in Punjabi & Saraiki ........................ | 62
Table 4.14 Kinship Terms Used for Father’s Sister’s Daughter in Punjabi & Saraiki .................. 64
Table 4.15 Kinship Terms Used for Mother’s Father in Punjabi & Saraiki .............c..cooeiennnnn. 65
Table 4.16 Kinship Terms Used for Mother’s Mother in Punjabi & Saraiki ............................ | 66
Table 4.17 Kinship Terms Used for Mother’s Sister’s Husband in Punjabi & Saraiki ................ 67
Table 4.18 Kinship Terms Used for Mother’s Sister in Punjabi & Saraiki .............................. | 68
Table 4.19 Kinship Terms Used for Mother’s Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki ........................... | 69




Table 4.20 Kinship Terms Used for Wife of Mother’s Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki ................. 70
Table 4.21 Kinship Terms Used for Mother’s Brother’s Son in Punjabi & Saraiki..................... | 71
Table 4.22 Kinship Terms Used for Mother’s Brother’s Daughter in Punjabi & Saraiki............... 72
Table 4.23 Kinship Terms Used for Mother’s Sister’s Son in Punjabi & Saraiki....................... | 73
Table 4.24 Kinship Terms Used for Mother’s Sister’s Daughter in Punjabi & Saraiki................. 74
Table 4.25 Kinship Terms Used for Elder Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki...................cccceveeeee. | 75
Table 4.26 Kinship Terms Used for Younger Brother in Punjabi & 76
Saraiki..........cooii

Table 4.27 Kinship Terms Used for Elder Sister in Punjabi & Saraiki............ccccoooviviiinca | 77
Table 4.28 Kinship Terms Used for Younger Sister in Punjabi & Saraiki...................cccceeeeen | 79
Table 4.29 Kinship Terms Used for Brother’s Wife in Punjabi & Saraiki....................ccoceeeii | 81
Table 4.30 Kinship Terms Used for Sister’s Husband in Punjabi & Saraiki................. 82
Table 4.31 Kinship Terms Used for Brother’s Son in Punjabi & Saraiki.........................c.ocoe. | 83
Table 4.32 Kinship Terms Used for Brother’s Daughter in Punjabi & Saraiki.......................... | 84
Table 4.33 Kinship Terms Used for Sister’s Son in Punjabi & 85
Saraiki.......o.oovii

Table 4.34 Kinship Terms Used for Sister’s Daughter in Punjabi & Saraiki............................. | 86
Table 4.35 Kinship Terms Used for Husband in Punjabi & Saraiki ..............ccccooeeviiiiiivnnn | 87
Table 4.36 Kinship Terms Used for Wife in Punjabi & Saraiki ...............cccooeiiiiiiiiiin e | 89
Table 4.37 Kinship Terms Used for Bride Groom in Punjabi & Saraiki 90
Table 4.38 Kinship Terms Used for Bride in Punjabi & Saraiki................c..ooiiiiiiiiiiince | 91




Table 4.39 Kinship Terms Used for Wife’s Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki..................ccccoeveven. | 92
Table 4.40 Kinship Terms Used for Wife of Wife’s Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki languages........ 93
Table 4.41 Kinship Terms Used for Wife’s Sister in Punjabi & Saraiki languages..................... | 94
Table 4.42 Kinship Terms Used for Husband’s Sister in Punjabi & Saraiki............................. 95
Table 4.43 Kinship Terms Used for Husband of Husband’s Sister in Punjabi & Saraliki............. 96
Table 4.44 Kinship Terms Used for Husband’s Elder Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki .................. | 97
Table 4.45 Kinship Terms Used for Wife of Husband’s Elder Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki ....... 98
Table 4.46 Kinship Terms Used for Husband’s Younger Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki............... | 99
Table 4.47 Kinship Terms Used for Wife of Husband’s Younger Brother in Punjabi & Saraiki .... | 100
Table 4.48 Kinship Terms Used for Daughter in Punjabi & Saraiki ..............cccccoveiiiiinnnnne.. | 101
Table 4.49 Kinship Terms Used for Son in Punjabi & Saraiki 102
Table 4.50 Kinship Terms Used for Daughter’s Husband in Punjabi & Saraiki......................... | 103
Table 4.51 Kinship Terms Used for Son’s Wife in Punjabi & Saraiki languages........................ | 104
Table 4.52 Kinship Terms Used for Son’s Son in Punjabi & Saraiki ......................c.ccoeeeeeen | 105
Table 4.53 Kinship Terms Used for Son’s Daughter in Punjabi & Saraiki............................... | 106
Table 4.54 Kinship Terms Used for Daughter’s Son in Punjabi & Saraiki............................... | 107
Table 4.55 Kinship Terms Used for Daughter’s Daughter in Punjabi & Saraiki........................ | 108
Table 4.56 Kinship Terms Used for Step Relations in Punjabi & Saraiki................................ | 109
Table 4.57 Kinship Terms Used for Parents in English, Urdu, Punjabi & 110
Saraiki..........cooeeiinn

Table 4.58 Kinship Terms Used for Fraternal Relatives in English, Urdu, Punjabi & Saraliki........ 111
Table 4.59 Kinship Terms Used for Maternal Relatives in Punjabi & Saraiki........................... | 112




Table 4.60 Kinship Terms Used for Siblings & Relatives through them in Punjabi & Saraiki...... 113
Table 4.61 Kinship Terms Used for Spouse & Relatives through them in Punjabi & Saraiki ....... 114
Table 4.62 Kinship Terms Used for Children& Relatives through them in Punjabi & Saraiki........ 115
Table 4.63 Kinship Terms Used for Father in Punjabi & Saraiki languages..................... 116
Table 4.64 Kinship Terms Used for Step Relaitons in English,Urdu,Punjabi& Saraiki in Punjabi & | 117
Saraiki

Table 4.65 Kinship Terms Used for Father in Punjabi & Saraiki languages..................... 120
Table 4.66 Kinship Terms Used for Father in Punjabi & Saraiki languages..................... 122

List of Figures

Figure 2.1 Unilateral Descent 21
Figure 2.2 Bilateral Descent 22
Figure 2.3 Phratries 23
Figure 2.4 Moieties 24
Figure 2.5 Marriage Relationship 29
Figure 2.6 Siblings Relationship 30
Figure 2.7 Filiation 30
Figure 2.8 Hawaiian Kinship system 33
Figure 2.9 Sudanese Kinship system 34
Figure 2.10 Eskimo Kinship system 34
Figure 2.11 lroquois Kinship system 35
Figure 2.12 Crow Kinship system 36
Figure 2.13 Omaha Kinship system 36







Acknowledgement

With the name of Allah the most beneficient the most merciful. I am very much grateful to my
thesis supervisor, Sir Farrukh Abbas, for his support and for being ever patient with me while
directing me through the new and complicated process of researching, analyzing, and writing my
thesis. I would like to thank to Assistant Professor Nazir Malik, for agreeing to assist me in this
endeavor and for his guidance. | am grateful to all those who have helped me in any way,
specially my father Ghulam Abbas who wishes me to see on the height of glory, my late mother
whom | can not give any happiness save my success in academic career, my friends; Muhammad
Saad, Amnah Mughees & Asim Jamshaid (UMT Lab. Admin) and the members of my family. |
know that it is because of their support and encouragement that | was able to successfully

complete my thesis.



A Comparative Study of Kinship Terms in Punjabi and Saraiki

Introduction:

The first chapter gives introduction of the thesis. It also explains the research questions, the aims

of the research and its significance.
The terms of address used for different relatives are called kinship terms. These are the names

assigned to different kin, e.g., father, mother, brother, sister, aunt, grandmother etc. These terms
provide us information regarding bond of relationship which is existing between different
individuals. These terms also determine the rights and limitations of individuals in a society.
These terms are of great significance in the study of a culture because these terms provide such
information as with whom one can or can’t be frank, to whom one can or can’t marry or from

whom one can expect to get help in the hour of need.

Kinship system is part of kinship vocabulary of a culture and this system is universal to all the
languages of the world. Different societies use different terms for their relatives. “Wife” in
English is “Bivi” in Urdu, “Budhi” in Punjabi and “Pai” in Saraiki. Apart from these labeling
differences some languages group relatives into entirely different categories. For example, in
Dani language “ami” is used for mother’s brother but the term “Opaije” is used for father as well
as for father’s brother. This linguistic difference shows the cultural value and status of

individuals in any culture.

Punjabi is the most widely spoken language of Pakistan and is being spoken in different areas of

Punjab. Saraiki is also spoken in different areas of Pakistan. Both the languages have much in



common but Saraiki speaking people always maintained that Saraiki is a different language.The

differences between Saraiki and Punabi languages have been pointed out by Aslam (2006).

He tried to trace out the differences between the two languages on the basis of some vocabulary

items. But kinship tems were not included in that research.

In the present research the comparison will be made on the basis of kinship terms. This study
covers both the core (blood relationships) and affinal (relationships established through
marriage) relations. Father, mother, brother, sister, son, etc., are included in core Kinship
relations. Whereas in Affinal relations all those relations are included which are formed through

the members of kinship relations.

The above discussion proves that the comparative study of kinship terms of two different
languages can help in understanding the differences prevailing in two different languages. In the
present study the kinship terms of Punjabi and Saraiki languages will be compared in order to

find out the similarities and differences between these two languages.

1.2 Significance of the study:

This study will help in the cross cultural comparison and contrast of Punjabi and Saraiki
speaking societies. The differences and similarities in family organization, gender roles and
relations will be pointd out through the analysis of Kinship terms of Punjabi and Saraiki
languages. These kinship terms reflect the linguistic pre conception of the speakers of their
familial and emotional world in which they live and identify each other through the use of these

labels.



1.3 Aims &Objectives of the Study:

The study investigates the kinship terms of Punjabi and Saraiki. The main objectives of the

research are:
1. Make a list of kinship terms in Punjabi and Saraiki.
2. Find the similarities and differences between them.

3. Find the structural (phonological and lexical) reasons for these differences

according to the general structural differences in the two languages.

1.4 Research Questions:

1. Whether or not there are any significant similarities and differences in kinship

terms of Punjabi and Saraiki languages?

2. Whether or not there are general structural differences in these two languages

which implicate corresponding differences in kinship terms?

3. Is there any mutual intelligibility present between the speakers of two languages

regarding the knowledge of Kinship terms?

1.5 Rationale for the study:

The Punjabi and Saraiki are the two languages being spoken in the different areas of Punjab. In

the previous studies kinship terms were used as a vehicle for comparing two different languages



or dialects. In the present study the kinship terms of both the languages will be studied in order

to find out the similarities and differences present in the kinship terms of both the languages.

1.6 Methodology:

This study is both qualitative and quantitative in its approach. A sufficient amount of literature is
reviewed on kinship terms. In order to analyze the differences and similarities between Saraiki

and Punjabi, the quantitative investigation is also made.

1.7 Collection of data:
For the study 50 respondents of Punjabi language were selected randomly from the urban areas
of Lahore. In the same way 50 respondents of Saraiki language were selected randomly from

urban areas of Multan.

The researcher being the native speaker of Punjabi worked as a primary informant and prepared
a questionnaire consisting of 56 kinship terms of Punjabi. The researcher interviewed 50 other
speakers of the Punjabi and collected data from other sources in order to confirm his list. Then

the researcher interviewed 50 Saraiki speakers in order to get list of Saraiki kinship terms.

1.08 Instrument

1. Interviews

1.09 Analysis:
After collecting the whole lists of kinship terms of both the languages the data will be analyzed
to find out similarities and differences. The researcher will also try to determine whether the

difference is phonological or lexical one.
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