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Abstract 

 

This comparative study of political parties articulates women’s 

participation and representation in politics and political parties in 

Pakistan. It provides a pre and post-election analysis of political 

participation of female political workers and public representatives of 

constituencies of Lahore, belonging to two political parties of Pakistan 

PML (N) and PTI in the general elections of 2013. Though the women 

are 50% of Pakistan’s population, yet they have a small number of 

opportunities to take part in the political process and decision making 

of the country. It not only finds out the hurdles and challenges, which 

limit women’s participation in politics and political party system of 

Pakistan, but also suggests some recommendations and artifices for 

political empowerment of women. To understand the importance of 

women’s participation in the political process Down’s Theory of 

Rational Choice is used  and for the recognition of women’s identity in 

political parties Michigan Model of Party Identification is used as a 

theoretical frame work within the frame -work of political party system 

in  Pakistan. In Pakistan due to patriarchal traditions and the attitude 

of society the participation of women in politics is connected to male‘s 

perception. Although at an individual level both male and female 

encouraged women to join politics and take part in the political process 

yet overall the collective patriarchal mind set of Pakistani society 

discouraged women to come forward and participate in the political 

process of Pakistan.  

    

 

 

 

                                       



          1.1: Introduction 

The significance of women's participation in politics and government is 

becoming more essential in all democratic societies in the world. 

Throughout  the world women‘s representation in decision making 

bodies is only 15% and only 12 countries are in the world which have 

granted 33%  seats to women in their legislatures (UNDP Report ,2005). 

In Pakistan, women comprise more than 50 percent of the population, 

but they are not participating in the progress and development of the 

country due to fewer opportunities in politics and decision making of the 

government.  

This study reveals the reasons and factors behind the less percentage of 

women’s representation in politics and the electoral process by 

comparing two political parties of Lahore PML (N) and PTI, who 

participated in the election of 2013. The perception of male and female 

political workers of both parties provides comparative analysis of the pre 

and post strategies of the PTI and PML (N) regarding women political 

participation.   


