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Abstract

Disparities in social classes prevail in all human societies. Pakistani society has
noticeable disparity on different grounds including income, power, prestige and source of
earnings. The purposebehind this study was to investigate the relationship between social
stratification and motivation to learn English as a Foreign Language (EFL).Although
motivation to learn English at different levels has been widely explored by many
researchers,yet the relationship between social status and language learning motivation is
still needed to be explored. This study has investigated the relationship social
stratification has with motivation to learn English as foreign language as well as which
social status more facilitates English as Foreign Language learning.For this purpose, 250
English as foreign language learners at BS level from 7 renowned universities of
Lahorewere selected as participants. These learners were grouped as upper, middle and
lower classes in terms of their social backgrounds. Data was collected through their
responses to a 5SLlikert scale questionnaire based on questions related to Extrinsic and
Intrinsic motivation in EFL learning. The quantitative data was statistically analyzed
through Stata. The findings revealed a significant relationship between social
stratification and motivation to learn EFL. The findings exposed that social status exerts
considerable impact on EFL learning motivation. The middle social class tends to be
more motivated as compared to upper and lower social class.Administrators, policy
makers and instructors may find this study useful for assessing the essential changing and
requirement in the fieldof English as foreign language learning. The study recommends
that there should be teacher training courses to trainthem strategies to improve motivation
for English learning and workshops should be conducted for both teachers and learners to

enhance learners’ motivation.
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

Introduction

Multilingualism is increasingly commonin today’s globalized world and foreign
languages are taught as a compulsory part of education in many countries.Among foreign
languages,English is emerging as a means to attain success in this globalized world.
Learning English requires significant amount of time, endeavor and resources as an
investment to learn English as foreign language. There are numerous factors including
motivation and social class that may facilitate or prevent English learning.Mostly,
researches have been conducted on the relationship of motivation with English language
learning.If there is any research related to social classes, motivation and EFL, it only
involvesparticipantsbelonging to middle-class or upper social classes, whereas in foreign
language settings the motivation and language learning processes of underprivileged

students have hardly ever been investigated(Lamb, 2012).
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