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Abstract 

Indirectness is indispensable in human language because speakers not always to 

say exactly what they mean. It is the vital part of human language irrespective of 

gender either they are males or females they use indirectness in their conversation.  It is 

now widely accepted mostly women prefer to hint at their meanings rather than stating 

them directly.  Deborah Tannen has suggested American women use more indirectness, 

and are therefore sensitive to its use by others.  It may be further said that whether 

women living in west or east more or less their nature is same.  Indirectness plays a 

vital role in indirectness of speech of Pakistani women as well.  In their indirectness 

different factors are involved e.g. age, qualification profession and social status as well.  

This focus of this research is the indirectness of women speech and how much role is 

played by age in indirectness of their speech. Further to discover the relationship 

between age and power with reference to indirectness in women’s speech. The results 

of the data collection show that indirectness plays definitely a vital role in indirectness 

of women and when they get social power their indirectness decreases.   
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Chapter 1 
Introduction 

 
 

1. Purposes of the Research. 

The purpose of this research is to explore indirectness in women speech and the 

influence of age in indirectness of their speech as well.  It is normal in all human 

societies for speakers not always to say exactly what they mean. In indirect speech acts 

the speaker communicates to the hearer more than he actually says.  In conversation, we 

usually understand what others are saying even when people do not express their 

intentions straightforwardly. The increase in age of women leads them towards their 

social power due to which their indirectness decreases.  “Men are Direct and Women 

are Indirect, Men are more Boasting and Women are more Retiring, Men apologize less 

than Woman” (Laura, 2007). One obvious feature of how language operates in social 

interactions is its relationship with power.  Power is a measure of an entity's ability to 

control the environment around itself, including the behavior of other entities. It 

inclines us or makes us want to behave in certain ways or adopt opinions or attitudes 

without obvious force.  Our words are never neutral, they carry the power that reflects 

the interests of those who speak or write (Fiske, 1994; Fowler, et. al.. 1979). So, having 

all this in mind the concern is to find out indirectness in women speech and the 

influence of age involved in indirectness of their speech. 
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1.2. Background to the Research 

Indirectness is always present and indispensable in conversational interaction 

but people differ in terms of whether they express their meanings directly or indirectly 

and whether they look for indirect meanings in remarks of others. All of us have 

different styles of communication with other people.  Our indirectness depends on a lot 

of factors i.e. what is our gender, where we are, where we come from, where we be 

brought out, our educational background, our age etc.  According to Searle, in indirect 

speech acts “the speakers communicate to the hearer more than they actually say by 

way of relying on their mutually shared background information, both linguistic and 

non-linguistic, together with the rational powers of rationality and inference on the part 

of the hearer” (1975: 60-61). 

According to Tannen, at work place women use rapport talk, make requests, ask 

more questions, and talk about relationships, feelings and people.  They are commonly 

fond of expressive style; focus on the ability to express emotions, more likely to be 

sensitive to other’s feelings, during conflicts more likely to engage in negative behaviors 

such as strong negative feelings, guilt manipulation and verbal attacks.  (Tannen, 2007) 

 Coates (1986) found women when talking to each other reveal a lot about their 

private lives.  They also stick to one topic for long times.  They are taught that they must 

relate to others in order to survive.  They talk about people and feelings to enhance 
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personal interaction.  To women, revealing information about themselves is a way of 

establishing a connection with their colleagues.  (Regan, 1993) 

 Lakoff is of the view that women have a different way of speaking from men—a 

way of speaking that both reflects and produces a subordinate position in a society.  

According to her, women’s life is a rife with such devices such as mititgators (sort of, I 

think) and inessential qualifiers (really happy, so beautiful).  This language, she went on 

to argue, renders women’s speech tentative, powerless and trivial; and as such, it 

disqualifies them from position of power and authority.  In this sense, language itself is 

a tool of oppression—it is learned as a part of learning to be a woman, imposed on 

women by societal norms, and in turn it keeps women in their place.   

Women are indirect and more retiring, apologizing.  They employ Sincere Praise, 

ask Questions, more “Thanking” in their communication styles and explore in 

Conversation.  (Laura, 2007) 

 
1.3. Aims & Objectives. 
 
 

The research aims to: 

1. Explore indirectness in women speech. 

2. Investigate the role of age in indirectness of women speech. 

 
    
 
 
 
 


