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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the level of Dependency of Pakistani Major Newspapers
(The News, Dawn, and Express Tribune) on Foreign News Agency/ Networks. It has
been done under theoretical schema of Media Imperialism Theory through a Qualitative
Content Analysis of the above mentioned newspapers, where the international news
stories publish in them are compared with the international news agencies and
networks’ content during a period of four months (May to August 2016). It has been
found that THE NEWS has reported most number of news stories (336) for this time
period using national and international news agencies as compared to the other two
newspapers TRIBUNE (114) and DAWN (138) respectively, however the dependency
of THE NEWS on international news agencies was least among the three (only 19%),
but mainly on national news agencies (81%). On the other hand, dependency of DAWN
newspaper was found significantly higher (71%) on the international news agencies.
TRIBUNE reported 60% of news using international news agencies while 40% using
the national agencies. Their dependence on associated international & national news

for front & back page stories is also significantly high.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Today’s era is considered to be the best as it is the “Era of Information”. Gone are the
days when we just had access to limited news providers. Now we have freedom to
decide what information we need to have. Currently news is not restricted to happenings

in the community rather happenings throughout the world.

The flow of information through newspapers witnesses certainly an impressive
proportion of stories initially produced by the news agencies. These are actually the
outfits which are global as far as their reach is concerned but until recently almost
entirely outside the public gaze. The evolution of news agency had exposed the reality
of news industry by depicting their dependence on few of the news wires and limitations

associated with the public discourse which have unavoidable yields (C. Paterson 2006).

The news agencies in the early days of the life of the newspapers are the first source of
news. Print and electronic media is growing faster with the passage of time but the
reliance on news agencies still exist as it is regardless of the growth. The reason behind
this reliance would be the working of the news agencies as they are having quantitative
policy since they have agreement with the newspaper’s management against each news
or bulk news. The truthfulness of the news is doubtful in few cases but still news

agencies play a pivotal role in the current era.

So in today’s world, people pay attention to news globally. Since after the concept of
globalization it has been realized by the nations that every single happening around the
world would somehow affect to the country. For this news the masses depends upon

the news providers like, magazines, radio, television, newspapers and social media.



